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All airports in England and Wales with more than 1,000 passenger air
transport movements a year are required to set up an Airport Transport
Forum (ATF) and prepare an Airport Surface Access Strategy (ASAS).
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The Aviation Policy Framework published by the Department
for Transport (DfT) in March 2013 recommends that airports
(via their Transport forums) produce Airport Surface Access
Strategies (ASASs) to set out:
•

Targets for increasing the proportion of journeys made to
and from the airport by public transport for both airport
workers and passengers

•

The strategy to achieve those targets

•

A system whereby the forum can oversee implementation
of the strategy.

Factors affecting air passenger choice of airport
35% Location and surface access
23% Route and frequency
18.5% 3rd party decision
18.5% Cost
5% Other

UK Rail Franchise Schedule
Published July 2015 by the Department of Transport
Franchise

Start

End

Airport Stops

Thameslink, Southern and Great
Northern franchise

2015

2022

Gatwick Airport
Luton Airport Parkway

Northern

2015

2025

Manchester Airport

TransPennine Express

2015

2023

Manchester Airport

East Anglia

2015

Beyond
2023

Stansted Airport
Southend Airport

South Western

2017

Beyond
2023

Southampton Airport Parkway

West Coast

2017

Beyond
2023

Birmingham International

West Midlands

2017

Beyond
2023

Birmingham International

East Midlands

2018

Beyond
2023

East Midlands Parkway
Luton Airport Parkway

Great Western

2019

Beyond
2023

Gatwick Airport

CrossCountry

2020

Beyond
2023

Stansted Airport
Birmingham International
Southampton Airport Parkway

Dedicated, fast, airport express rail service. Usually
has distinct brand and interior designed for air
passengers. Main competitors - cars.
National, regional or urban heavy rail service
with a stop at an airport. Shares traffic with daily
commuters. Main competitors - bus, cars.
Urban ligth or metro rail service with a stop at an
airport. Shares traffic with daily commuters. Main
competitor - bus.
Automated People Mover connecting airport with
the nearest railway station (about 5 min journey).
Usually free.
Airport shuttle bus service connecting airport with
the nearest railway station (up to 15 min journey).
Can be ticketed.

Taxi fares were calculated using www.yourtaximeter.com

London Heathrow
Airport
Heathrow Airport has direct access from the M25 and M4, and
is within 10 miles of the M40 and M3.
Heathrow Express provides a direct, premium service to central
London, with trains running every 15 minutes to Paddington.
It’s supported by Heathrow Connect, a stopping service that
serves staff and passenger catchments in west London. The
Piccadilly Line directly connects Heathrow to the London
Underground network, with a train leaving Heathrow Central
every five minutes.
There are more than 500,000 bus and coach movements in and
out of Heathrow every year.
Heathrow Cycle Hub is a one-stop shop for cyclists, offering
discounted cycles and equipment as well as free maintenance,
training and specialist advice for its 2,300 members.
Heathrow controls around 38,000 on-airport car parking
spaces. This includes 21,500 spaces for passengers, 15,500 for
staff and about 800 are for construction use.
Airport Information
Top 5 destinations

1.New York JFK; 2.Dubai;
3.Dublin; 4.Hong Kong;
5.Frankfurt

Airport passengers 2014

73.4 million

Transfer passengers 2014

36%

Domestic/International pax 2014

40% / 60%

Business/Leisure pax 2014

30% / 70%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

41% / 59%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2013

35% / 53.6%

Rail mode share 2014

28%

Heathrow
Express

Heathrow
Connect

Picadilly Line

City terminus

Paddington

Paddington

Leicester
Square*

Intermediate stops

non-stop

5

18

Journey time by rail

15 min

25 min

50-60 min

Journey time by car

40-50 min

40-50 min

50 min

Rail lowest single ticket (on
the day)

21.50

£10.10

£5.10

Taxi price
*Sample city centre stop

£57

Heathrow Airport
Sustainable Transport Plan 2014 - 2019
Surface Access Blueprint 2015-2016
The plans underline airport’s commitments to
continue promoting public transport to staff and
passengers.
Mode Share - Raise public transport share above 45%.
Heathrow Express - introduce new range of products such as
onward travel from Paddington, easier ticket purchase, through
ticketing with airline, family packages.
There are several rail schemes being developed by third parties
that will improve public transport connections to Heathrow.
Crossrail – currently under construction, the new east-west
link will provide a four train per hour service to Heathrow with
direct connectivity to the West End, the City of London, Canary
Wharf and East London. Crossrail trains will start serving the

airport in 2018, with the full service arriving in late 2019.
Piccadilly Line upgrade – the planned upgrade will provide a
new signalling system and rolling stock to allow more frequent
services, increased capacity and faster journeys to Heathrow.
TfL has introduced a 24hr tube service running every 10
minutes.
Western Rail Link – currently under development by Network
Rail, the project is expected to provide a direct rail connection
to key catchments in the Thames Valley, as well as faster
journey times to South Wales and the South West. Completion
is scheduled for 2021.
Southern Rail access - this project will improve connectivity
between Heathrow and South London, Surrey, Hampshire and
the South Coast.

London Gatwick
Airport
Gatwick has direct rail services to 129 stations in the South
East, as far as Reading, Southampton and Bedford, with
services running 24 hours and giving a total of over 500
departures each day. Over 15 million people travel through the
airport railway station each year including more than 1 million
non-airport rail users.
The Airport and its airlines place great emphasis and
importance on rail connectivity especially the Gatwick Express,
with over 36% of all passengers using rail (equating to over
13.5 million passengers per annum) of which more than 50%
use the Gatwick Express.
Gatwick has a mature and well developed bus and coach
network, with around 900 scheduled departures a day and
attracting over 17,000 charter coaches each year.
Drop off/pick up accounts for 18% of the air passenger mode
share, but 40% of the surface access carbon footprint. 65% of
staff travel to work by private car (2012 staff travel survey).

Airport Information
Top 5 destinations

1.Barcelona; 2.Malaga;
3.Dublin; 4.Amsterdam;
5.Dubai

Airport passengers 2014

38.1 million

Transfer passengers 2014

7.4%

Domestic/International pax 2014

71% / 29%

Business/Leisure pax 2014

19% / 81%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

43% / 53%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2012

24% / 72%

Rail mode share 2014

36%

Gatwick
Express

Thameslink

Southern/
Thameslink

First Great
Western

City terminus

Victoria

London
Bridge*

Brighton*

Reading*

Intermediate stops

non-stop

1 or more
stops

2 or more
stops

7

Journey time by
rail

30 min

28 min

30 min

76 min

Journey time by
car

70 min

70-80 min

43 min

70-90 min

Rail lowest single
ticket (on the day)

£19.90

£10.20

£8.40

£17.80

Taxi price

£64

£110

£65

£145

*Sample city centre stop

Gatwick Airport
Surface Access Strategy
2012-2030
The Gatwick Transport Interchange is at the core of the Airport
Surface Access Strategy (ASAS). The following projects are
considered to be the most influential in developing Gatwick’s
rail surface access:
Thameslink - a £6.5 billion Thameslink Programme is currently
underway which wil upgrade and expand the network,
providing longer trains, more destinations served directly and
better stations with direct connections to Gatwick. The first of
1,140 new Thameslink carriages will enter service in 2016 with
full fleet replacement by 2018.
GTR Franchise – under the new combined franchise GTR has
introduced a dedicated Gatwick Express Passenger Services
Director, entering into a formal partnership with Gatwick to
promote air-rail. GTR will oversee the introduction of Oyster
smartcard ticketing for journeys between Gatwick and London
in 2015. In addition, 108 new, high quality train carriages will
be introduced for Gatwick Express in 2016.
Gatwick Airport Station Redevelopment - the £120.5 million
redesign will transform the station and passenger experience,
with work scheduled to start in 2017 and complete in 2020.
Crossrail – due for completion in 2018, Crossrail will provide
a connection at Farringdon on the Thameslink route directly
linked to Gatwick Airport.
Farringdon Station - will provide the only nexus between
Thameslink, Crossrail and the London Underground, becoming
one of the country’s busiest interchange stations.

London Bridge - as part of the Thameslink upgrades, the
station will undergo a major transformation project that
will support a new London Bridge Quarter comprising of
commercial and residential developments less than 30 minutes
from Gatwick.
London Victoria Tube and Railway Stations - by 2018 TfL will
complete a major upgrade to the tube and railway station at
London Victoria which includes new ticket halls, escalators,
interchange tunnel, lifts and improved access. Improvemetns
will be made to the Gatwick Express ticket office with more
self-serve facilities.
Croydon - is currently experiencing dynamic regeneration and
growth with some £3.6 billion of investment in consented
and proposed development projects, all within 15 minutes of
Gatwick.
Redhill Station Improvements – the extension of the Great
Western Rail Franchise will see an increase to 2 trains an hour
direct between Reading and Gatwick in advance of future
journey time improvements, and this scheme will facilitate
future connectivity for any Kent rail proposals.

London Luton Airport
London Luton Airport is the fifth busiest passenger airport in
the UK, with good transport links connecting it to London, the
South East, the East of England and the South Midlands.
Luton Airport Parkway station was opened in 1999. A shuttle
bus service operates between the station and the airport
terminal with a typical journey time of six minutes.
Thameslink operates direct services to Luton Airport Parkway
from central London stations – Blackfriars, City Thameslink,
Farringdon and St Pancras International with trains operating at
peak times every 10 minutes.
Hourly trains operate throughout the night.
East Midlands Trains (EMT) operates services from London
to the East Midlands and Yorkshire. Its London terminal is St
Pancras International. EMT’s hourly fast train service to/from
Luton Airport Parkway has a journey time of just 20 minutes.

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.Budapest;
2.Amsterdam;
3.Bucharest; 4.Dublin;
5.Warsaw

Airport passengers 2014

10.5 million

Domestic/International pax 2014

9% / 91%

Business/Leisure pax 2014

17% / 83%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

47% / 53%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2010

26% / 74%

Rail mode share 2014

14%

Thameslink

Thameslink

East
Midlands
Trains

City terminus

City Thameslink*

St Pancras*

St Pancras

Intermediate stops

5

3

non-stop

Journey time by rail

40 min

31 min

20 min

Journey time by car

60-70 min

Rail lowest single ticket
(on the day)
Taxi price
*Sample city centre stop

50-60 min
£14

£60

£63

London Luton Airport
Surface Access Strategy
2012-2017
The main objective of ASAS is to increase the proportion of
air passengers travelling to and from London Luton Airport by
public transport to more than 40% by 2017. Objective two is
to reduce the proportion of staff travelling alone by car to and
from London Luton Airport to 60% or lower by 2017.
Fixed rail link - the airport operator has aspirations to create
a permanent fixed rail link between the main airport terminal
building and Luton Airport Parkway station. Various options are
being explored including PRT, Tram-Train and Heavy Rail.
Luton Express - the airport is engaged with the DfT’s franchise
programme in an effort to secure four non-stop express
services, operating between the Airport and the Capital from
October 2017 onwards.
Thameslink - two night trains an hour to London Luton Airport
from December 2015. 30 minute journey from Luton Airport
Parkway to St Pancras by 2018.

London Stansted
Airport
Rail services connect the airport directly to London,
Birmingham and transport interchanges at Cambridge and
Peterborough. There are currently around 180 trains per day,
with a maximum of five trains per hour in each direction.
The airport is served by a spur off the main line, which passes
beneath the runway in a single bore tunnel. The rail station is
directly linked to the passenger terminal by ramps, lifts and
escalators.
Abellio Greater Anglia was awarded the Stansted Express rail
franchise in 2012. The original two-year contract has recently
been extended to October 2016. A new long term franchise will
be awarded from November 2016.
Stansted Express runs from London Liverpool Street to the
airport, with intermediate stops at Bishop’s Stortford, Harlow
and Tottenham Hale. Four trains per hour operate on a
15-minute frequency, with 8-car trains. Journey times vary
between 47 minutes and an hour.

Airport Information
Top 5 destinations

1.Dublin; 2.Alicante;
3.Malaga; 4.Rome

Airport passengers 2014

19.98 million

Transfer passengers 2013

3.5%

Domestic/International pax 2013

56% / 44%

Business/Leisure pax 2013

14% / 86%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2013

51% / 49%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2013

23% / 74%

Rail mode share 2013

22%

The core daily services run between 05.00 (depart London) and
(00.30 depart Stansted).
There is now an additional 3:40am early morning service from
Liverpool Street to Stansted airport for ease of travel when
catching early morning flights.
Cross Country Trains operates from Stansted to Cambridge,
Peterborough (link to East Coast main line) and Birmingham.
Their franchise runs to November 2019.
From July 2014 Abellio Greater Anglia has introduced new off
peak services for the Cambridge - Stansted Airport route on
Mondays to Fridays.

Stansted Express

Cross Country Trains

City terminus

London Liverpool Street

Cambridge

Intermediate stops

1

2

Journey time by rail

47 min

35 min

Journey time by car

52 min

38 min

Rail lowest single ticket
(on the day)

£12

£12.70

Taxi price

£70

£54

Stansted Airport Sustainable
Development Plan - Economy &
Surface Access 2015
The Plan sets the agenda with regard to maximising the
connectivity of the airport ensuring that the airport is fully
accessible for the catchment it serves.

platforms to accommodate longer trains and if required, in the
future, a second rail tunnel.

This Economy and Surface Access Plan replaces the 2011-2015
Surface Access Strategy.

New Services - introduce new services to towns and cities
outside of London and improve services through to the
Midlands and the East of England.

The 2012 Rail Vision has been reviewed and updated to take
account of changes in the market and airport’s long term
aspirations:

Smart Ticketing - Rolling out contactless payment and smart
card technology on the Stansted Express within two years of
new franchise.

Operating Hours - Introducing an early morning service (03.40)
from London Liverpool Street to Stansted seven days a week by
2017 and increasing the number of services to Cambridge and
beyond. Exploring opportunities with Network Rail to extend
operations to 24 hour, seven days a week.

Customer Experience - Improve the customer experience at
the airport, Liverpool Street, Stratford, Tottenham Hale and
Cambridge and provide improved on-train information for
departing air passengers.

West Anglia Main Line - Secure major improvements to
reduce journey times to the airport by 8 minutes to around 40
minutes and secure four tracking on the key sections of the
line between Copper Mill junction and Broxbourne. Lengthen

Crossrail 2 - In the 2012 Rail Vision, the airport supported the
need for a Crossrail 2 link to Stansted. An extension of Crossrail
2 to Stansted would provide vital new connectivity between
the airport and Islington, Hackney, Tottenham and the Upper
Lea Valley in North East London.

London Southend
Airport
The major new buildings opened since February 2012 are the
rail station, control tower, new terminal and hotel. The old
terminal building has been converted to include an Executive
Lounge, staff security entrance and other uses.
Extensive areas of car parking plus new access roads associated
with the new terminal also opened in 2012.
At peak times up to 8 trains an hour run from Southend Airport
Railway Station to Central London.
Journey time from London Liverpool Street Station 53 minutes.
Journey time from Stratford Station 44 minutes.
The X30 coach operates from the bus stop opposite the
terminal behind the taxi rank. The local bus services (Arriva 7/8
and 9) run from the bus stops behind the Holiday Inn Southend
on Eastwoodbury Crescent.

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.Barcelona; 2.Berlin;
3.Amsterdam; 4.Alicante;
5.Bern

Airport passengers 2014

over 1 million

Transfer passengers 2014

NA

Domestic/International pax 2014

NA

Business/Leisure pax 2014

NA

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2012

29% / 71%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014

13% / 71%

Rail mode share 2012

25%

Abellio Greater Anglia
City terminus

London Liverpool Street

Intermediate stops

7

Journey time by rail

53 min

Journey time by car

80 min

Rail lowest single ticket (on the day)

£14.90

Taxi price

£88

London Southend Airport
Surface Access Strategy
2014
Timetable - Several flights depart before 0700 and the first
train from London arrives at 0632.
Mode share - To retain the mode share target at 20% for 1.5
mppa and 25% for 2 mppa.
Surface Access - As part of the Joint Area Action Plan (JAAP)
transport strategy, there are proposals to improve public
transport access, walking and cycling routes around the airport
and new business parks. The Airport will work with Southend,
Essex and Rochford Councils to develop this further.
Information - Work with train operators to market rail service
to air passengers and staff, and participate in rail marketing and
promotional activity. Airlines to provide train information and
sell train tickets. Airport to work with rail industry partners to
seek improvements, particularly quality.

London City Airport
London City Airport is located close to the heart of London less than 5 minutes from the ExCel London, 17 minutes from
the site of the 2012 Olympic Games and Westfield shopping
centre, 14 minutes from Canary Wharf (home to many of
Europe’s top companies) and 22 minutes from the City of
London (London’s financial district).
A Docklands Light Railway (DLR) station is located next to the
Terminal entrance, making transport to and from the Airport
fast and convenient for all passengers.
London City Airport is the only DLR station that has a ticket
office.
The Airport is located in Zone 3. Oyster cards and tickets can be
purchased at the DLR counter adjacent to the Airport Terminal.
The DLR departs London City Airport every 8 to 15 minutes
with journey times of less than 7 minutes to Canning Town or
Woolwich Arsenal.

Airport Information
Top 5 destinations

1.Amsterdam; 2.Zurich;
3.Edinburgh; 4.Frankfurt;
5.Dublin

Airport passengers 2014

3.7 million

Transfer passengers 2014

3%

Domestic/International pax 2014

48% / 62%

Business/Leisure pax 2014

60% / 40%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

63% / 37%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2011

33% / 51%

Rail mode share 2014

46%

DLR
City terminus

Bank

Intermediate stops

9

Journey time by rail

22 min

Journey time by car

33 min

Rail lowest single ticket (on the day)

£2.80

Taxi price

£25

London City Airport
Surface Access Strategy
2013
The airport’s primary consideration in shaping a surface access
strategy through to 2023 is to ensure that passengers and staff
continue to use sustainable travel modes as the airport grows,
and as London’s Royal Docks and the wider east London area
develops:
•

Over 70% of passengers travelling by public transport

•

Less than 40% of staff travelling by single occupancy car

Crossrail - Providing improved connections from Heathrow,
across the City and into Canary Wharf and east London
Crossrail will present new opportunities for London City
Airport.
In the short term this means a possible local interchange
solutions that offer a fast, convenient and efficient service
between the airport and Custom House or other points on the
network.

Timetable - Looking at ways to improve early morning services
to the airport for passengers and staff for DLR.
DLR - Improving access to the DLR network for commuters
and the community. Increasing use of DLR to 60% among air
passengers.
London Royal Docks - Understanding how airport growth,
and the wider redevelopment of the London Royal Docks, will
impact on capacity across the network.

Birmingham Airport
Birmingham Airport is located in the Metropolitan Borough of
Solihull, adjacent to the National Exhibition Centre (NEC) and 8
miles South East of Birmingham’s city centre.
Birmingham Airport is directly connected to over 100 towns
and cities via Birmingham International Station and the Air-Rail
Link people mover system. The Air-Rail Link is free and operates
between 05:15 and 02:00 daily.
Rail services operate regularly from Birmingham International
to a range of destinations, by Virgin Trains, Cross Country,
London Midland and Arriva Trains Wales.
Birmingham New Street is 10 minutes on a direct train, with
seven services per hour from Birmingham International.
Services to central London operate daily with three trains per
hour serving London Euston with Virgin Trains and one train
per hour by London Midland. The journey takes approximately
70 minutes with Virgin Trains.

Airport Information
Top 5 destinations

1.Dublin; 2.Dubai;
3.Amsterdam; 4.Paris;
5.Frankfurt

Airport passengers 2014

9.7 million

Transfer passengers 2013

2%

Domestic/International pax 2013

24% / 86%

Business/Leisure pax 2013

19% / 81%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2015

22% / 76%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2015

24% / 73%

Rail mode share 2015

20%

Virgin Trains

London
Midland

Cross
Country

Arriva Train
Wales

City terminus

London
Euston

London
Euston

Bghm New
Street

Shrewsbury

Intermediate
stops

2

14

non-stop

3

Journey time
by rail

1h10min

2h12min

7 min

1h16min

25-35 min

70 min

£2.90

£14.40

£16

£100

Journey time
by car
Rail lowest single
ticket (on the day)

Taxi price

2h10m
£7.50

£6
£194

Birmingham Airport
Surface Access Strategy
2015-2020
West Midlands and Chilterns Route - Work with Network Rail
on its Long Term Planning Process and the West Midlands and
Chilterns Route Study.
Timetable - Work towards a 24/7 railway operation at
Birmingham International.
Solihull - Seek better links to Solihull Station/Chiltern Line.
Ticketing - Create a truly integrated and clear air-rail ticket
experience for passengers.
HS2 - Support HS2 Development and direct access to
Birmingham Interchange.
Station Name - Support the renaming of Birmingham
International and HS2 Birmingham Interchange to include
‘Birmingham Airport.’
Midland Metro - Support the extension of the Midland Metro
to Birmingham Airport.

Manchester Airport
In 2002 Manchester Airport opened a multi-modal transport
interchange, The Station, which brings together all rail, bus,
coach, and Metrolink tram services, into the heart of the
Airport.
The Airport is now a major transport hub with over 300 train,
100 coach and 500 bus movements a day.
Train services run frequently 7 days a week through national
train operators TransPennine Express and Northern Rail.
Trains run every 10 minutes to or from Manchester Piccadilly,
with an average journey time of 20 minutes, while there are
dedicated lines running to other major cities through the UK.
Metrolink tram line to Manchester Airport via Wythenshawe
town centre has opened in November 2014 Trams run every
12 minutes at all times except outside the hours of 9:00am 5:30pm on sundays and public holidays when they run every 15
minutes.

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.London-Heathrow;
2.Dubai; 3.Dublin;
4.Amsterdam; 5.Palma de
Mallorca

Airport passengers 2014

22 million

Transfer passengers 2013

2.6%

Domestic/International pax 2013

80% / 20%

Business/Leisure pax 2013

19% / 81%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

16% / 84%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2005

12% / 80%

Rail mode share 2014

14%

TransPennine
Express
City terminus

Northern Rail

Manchester Picadilly

Metrolink
Cornbrook

Intermediate stops

1

5

14

Journey time by rail

14 min

25 min

41 min

Journey time by car
Rail lowest single ticke
(on the day) t
Taxi price

20-40 min
£4.20

£2.90
£22

Manchester Airport
Ground Transport Plan
Part of the Manchester Airport Master Plan to 2030
Manchester Hub - Remove the capacity problems south of
Piccadilly. This is the major constraint to improving rail in the
North West and to us fully utilising The Station.
West Coast Main Line - Link the Airport to the Chester line and
so enable through running, long distance services.
The Gateway Programme - Provide airport facilities at the main
rail gateways – Manchester Piccadilly, Crewe, York, Preston &
Leeds.

Metrolink - Facilitate the Phase 3a and 3b extensions, linking
the Airport to the existing network via Wythenshawe. Extend
to Stockport using new lines and existing underused railway.
Seek better car parking, feeder bus, cycle and pedestrian links
to key stations on the Metrolink system. Increase frequency
and operating hours on key Metrolink routes to the Airport to
improve journey times and convenience.
HS2 -

The Access to Rail Programme - Promote access to the rail
network with feeder bus services and better station parking.
Secure a major upgrade programme at stations with direct
services.

Employee travel - Reduce the number of employee commuting
trips by car from 80% in 2005 to 70% by 2015, with a long-term
target of 60% by 2030. A major change in public transport
use may result in 50% of staff journeys being made by public
transport.

Corridor Programme - Provide increased frequency, longer
operating hours and new destinations on the key rail corridors.
Target markets: The Potteries, West Midlands, North Wales,
Merseyside, Yorkshire and Scotland.

Marketing - Continue to allocate 10% of our marketing budget
to promote public transport services, focusing on whole
journey solutions as alternatives to the car

Edinburgh Airport
Edinburgh Airport is linked to Edinburgh’s main rail stations,
Waverley and Haymarket, by tram bus or taxi.
Edinburgh Trams started operations between city centre and
the airport on 30 May 2014.
A covered walkway connects the Edinburgh Airport tram stop
directly to the airport terminal.
The first tram arrives at Edinburgh Airport at 06:15; the first
departing tram leaves Edinburgh Airport at 06:18.
The tram line is 14km long with 15 stops (16 once the
Edinburgh Gateway is complete) and a journey from the airport
to the city centre takes approximately 35 minutes.

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.London-Heathrow;
2.London-Gatwick;
3.Amsterdam; 4.Dublin;
5.London-City

Airport passengers 2014

10.2 million

Transfer passengers 2013

1%

Domestic/International pax 2013

73% / 27%

Business/Leisure pax 2013

30% / 70%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2013

28% / NA

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014

NA

Rail mode share 2014

6%

Edinburgh Tram
City terminus

York Place

Intermediate stops

13

Journey time by rail

35 min

Journey time by car

20-40 min

Rail lowest single ticket (on the day)

£5

Taxi price

£20

Edinburgh Airport
Surface Access Strategy
2012-2017
The Strategy aims to ensure that surface access contributes to
growth of the airport and route development, both financially
and in kind, through enhanced provision to facilitate airline
growth and route development.
Market share - To achieve a public transport mode share of
35% of total departing passengers by 2017.
Staff - To encourage airport staff to use public transport to
access their work.

Southampton Airport
Southampton was the first UK airport to install real time travel
screens, providing live travel updates on bus, ferry, rail and
road networks, using internet updates.
A £2 million rail footbridge links the airport and Southampton
Airport Parkway railway station, providing passengers with easy
access to and from the railway station to the airport. Around
15% of passengers travel to and from the airport by train.
Journey times:
•

Southampton City Centre: 7 minutes

•

Winchester: 10 minutes

•

Bournemouth: 36 minutes

•

Reading: 49 minutes

•

Portsmouth: 60 minutes

•

London Waterloo: 69 minutes
Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.Edinburgh; 2.Glasgow;
3.Jersey; 4.Guernsey;
5.Manchester

Airport passengers 2014

1.83 million

Domestic/International pax 2014

37% / 63%

Business/Leisure pax 2014

29% / 71%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

72% / 20%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014
Rail mode share 2014

16%

South West
Trains

South West
Trains /
CrossCountry

CrossCountry

City terminus

London
Waterloo

Southampton
Central

Oxford

Intermediate stops

2

non-stop

3

Journey time by rail

69 min

7 min

70 min

Journey time by car

1h50m-2h30m

15-20 min

1h30m

Rail lowest single ticket
(on the day)

£37.50

£3.60

£11.20

Taxi price

£140

£10

£113

Southampton Airport
Surface Access Revised Strategy
2012-2016
Revised Strategy to cover 2012-2016 seeks to achieve a 20%
modal share of access to and from the airport by public
transport.
East Rail Link – Up to 21% of passengers access the airport
from the East. In future a direct rail link to serve Fareham,
Portsmouth and Chichester would mitigate the need to change
trains and would therefore increase the public transport mode
share.
London Rail Link - Understand how the growth of freight
and passenger serivces will be managed during the perion of
the LPP and what solutions will be put in place so there is no
degradation in service.

Newcastle Airport
The airport is served by two Metro stations, the main station
connected directly to the terminal building and the second
at Callerton Parkway, a short walk from the southside of the
airport.
These stations allow journeys to Newcastle city centre of
around 23 minutes, every 12 minutes at peak times.
The Metro offers good connectivity to the Tyne and Wear
conurbations, including Sunderland, Newcastle, and Gateshead
and also connecting, via a change at Newcastle Central Station,
into the National Rail Network.

Airport Information

Tyne & Wear Metro
1.London-Heathrow;
2.Amsterdaml 3.Alicante;
4.Palma de Mallorca;
5.Dubai

City terminus

Central Station

Intermediate stops

12

Airport passengers 2014

4.6 million

Journey time by rail

29 min

Transfer passengers 2013

0.2%

Domestic/International pax 2013

86% / 14%

Journey time by car

15-25 min

Business/Leisure pax 2013

16% / 84%

Rail lowest single ticket (on the day)

£3.40

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2013

20% / 80%
Taxi price

£15

Top 5 destinations

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014
Rail mode share 2013

18%

Newcastle Airport
Masterplan
2030
A wide range of initiatives to increase the use of sustainable
surface modes of travel will be undertaken through the
masterplan period, building on the successes of the existing
implemented schemes.
By 2030:
•

further increase sustainable transport usage to 30%.

•

grow staff’s sustainable transport usage to 25%.

Rail/Metro Interchange - Support for improvements to rail/
Metro interchange at Newcastle Central Station and other key
interchange points.
Mainline Rail - Explore the potential provision in the very long
term of direct mainline rail services to the airport.
Tyne & Wear Metro - The £389m modernisation programme,
which began in 2010, is a major scheme of investment to
ensure the region has a reliable Metro system. It is one of the
most important transport infrastructure projects in North East
England.
The 11 year programme will see stations modernised, trains
refurbished and miles of new tracks and cables installed.

Large sections of track have been already been replaced and
stations have been improved to give passengers a brighter and
better travel experience. More and more newly refurbished
trains are entering service.
New smart ticket machines are in place at all 60 Metro stations,
making paying for travel easier and more flexible, with smart
card payments up and running. Electronic ticket gates are also
being installed at 13 key Metro stations.

Glasgow Prestwick
Airport
Scotland’s only rail-connected airport, with trains serving the
airport every 15 minutes at peak times. Airport has estimated
that around 30% of passengers are arriving by “AirTrain” on
free or 50% discounted travel.
Situated 45 minutes away from Glasgow city centre by a direct
rail connection from the airport terminal to Glasgow Central
Station.
The Airport is well connected for the main road networks,
offering easy access to Glasgow (31 miles) and Edinburgh (71
miles).
The Airport is also integrated into the bus network with an
Express route to Glasgow city.

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.Barcelona el Prat; 2.
Malaga; 3.Alicante Elche;
4.Tenerife South

Airport passengers 2014

over 1 million

Transfer passengers 2014
Domestic/International pax 2013

1% / 99%

Business/Leisure pax 2014
Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014
Staff Public/Private transport share 2014
Rail mode share 2014

30%

ScotRail

ScotRail

City terminus

Glasgow Central
Station

Edinburgh Waverley

Intermediate stops

4

10

Journey time by rail

45 min

2 hours

Journey time by car

40-70 min

1h30m-2h20min

Rail lowest single ticket
(on the day)

£7.80

£17.90

Taxi price

£62

£151

Glasgow Prestwick Airport
Strategic Vision
2014
Ancillary Revenues - The Airport currently generates an income
from its ownership of the rail station. This is derived from the
station access agreement between the Airport as the owner
and ScotRail as the current rail operator.
The current charge is based on the airports initial investment in
the Rail Station.
Rail Station - There is a significant need to refurbish the rail
station and skywalk connecting it to the airport, with initial
estimates of this being up to £4.75m. The long term ownership
position of the rail station is a key factor in progressing the
station redevelopment.
ScotRail Franchise - The Airport notes the recent
announcement of the award of the new ScotRail Franchise to
Abellio, with new operations commencing on 1 April 2015.
The Airport looks forward to working with Abellio to continue
the good progress made with First Scotrail to enhance the
passenger experience for Airport customers choosing to use

the rail network.
Spaceport - The UK Government has re-affirmed the country’s
need to have an operational Spaceport capability by 2018 to
support the burgeoning UK space industry. The facility will
become a launch station for next-generation satellites and
space instruments using the modern generation of horizontal
take-off space launch vehicles. It will also be an operating base
for manned flights using reusable space craft such as those
being developed by Virgin Galactic and XCOR.
Glasgow Prestwick Airport, in collaboration with South Ayrshire
Council, has established a focused bid team to run the bid and
lead its interfaces with the UK authorities and the selection
programme.
The UK Government selection programme is expected to run
until October 2015 with Prestwick one of the possible locations
being considered alongside Newquay in Cornwall, Llanbedr in
Wales and a number of alternative Scottish sites.

Aberdeen Airport
The airport is not directly connected to the rail network. Dyce
is the nearest railway station and is the main interchange for
people using rail to access the airport.
In recent years, Aberdeen airport has contributed towards the
operation of the number 80 Dyce station shuttle bus.
Dyce is on the ScotRail Aberdeen-Elgin-Inverness line, and
is also served by some through trains from Glasgow and
Edinburgh.
Dyce station is unstaffed but tickets can be bought on the
train. A standard single Anytime fare to Aberdeen is £2.20 and
a return is £3.50. Trains run at least once an hour Monday to
Saturday, less frequently on Sundays.

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.London-Heathrow;
2.Amsterdam;
3.Manchester;
4.Frankfurt; 5.LondonGatwick

Airport passengers 2014

3.7 million

Transfer passengers 2013

13%

Domestic/International pax 2014

80% / 20%

Business/Leisure pax 2014

61% / 39%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

9% / 90%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2008

3% / 93%

Rail mode share 2014

1%

No 80 Jet Connect Bus
Rail Station

Dyce Station

Rail Operators

ScotRail

Travel time from airport terminal to
rail station

9 min

Bus frequency

2 busses an hour

Bus fare

£1.50

Aberdeen Airport
Master Plan 2013

Modal Shift - AIAL recognises the importance of achieving
modal shift and is committed to working with partners to
develop and deliver improvements.
Dyce Station - Committed to provide land, currently within
its ownership, to support the proposed development of Dyce
railway station to accommodate proposed rail passenger
growth and to improve customer service at the station. The
delivery of this project is also key to providing capacity for
growth.

Aberdeen City Centre
Masterplan

Project IN09 Airport Rail Link - An airport rail link would
significantly reduce journey times and provide a more
welcoming arrival experience into the city centre.
Improvements could be in the form of a railway spur from
the main Aberdeen to Inverness railway line to the terminal
building or through the construction of an underground rail
connection beneath the main runway
Dyce Station - Work has started on a £15.2million project
to create a new 1,000-space park and ride site and dual
carriageway link road near Aberdeen International Airport.
Aberdeen City Council is investing in the project.

Glasgow Airport
The airport is not directly connected to the rail network.
Paisley St James is the nearest railways station, however Paisley
Gilmour Street is the main station interchange for people using
rail to access the airport.
Paisley Gilmour Street is just over one mile from the terminal
and connected by the McGill’s 757 bus service.
The First 500 Glasgow Shuttle also connects directly to the
airport from Glasgow Queen Street and Glasgow Central Train
Stations.

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.London-Heathrow;
2.London-Gatwick;
3.Dubai; 4.Amsterdam;
5.London-Stansted

Airport passengers 2014

7.7 million

Transfer passengers 2014

3%

Domestic/International pax 2014

86% / 14%

Business/Leisure pax 2014

27% / 73%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

14% / 86%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2009

9% / 86%

Rail mode share 2009

0.5%

McGill 757
Rail Station

Paisley Gilmour Street

Rail Operators

ScotRail

Travel time from airport terminal to
rail station

13 min

Bus frequency

4 busses per hour

Bus fare

Glasgow Airport
Strategic Transport
Appraisal Part 2
2014

The Glasgow
and Clyde Valley
Infrastructure Fund

Tram train - a proposed light rail to airport option, but with the
capacity to run on both the conventional rail network, and onstreet tram tracks.

This City Deal is an agreement between the UK Government;
the Scottish Government, and the eight local authorities across
Glasgow and Clyde Valley.

A tram-train service, running on rail from Glasgow Central via
interchange point at Paisley Gilmour Street to Glasgow Airport
on a new spur south of the M8.

Transport to Glasgow Airport - Investment in transport routes
from Glasgow City Centre and Glasgow airport, as set out in the
Surface Access Strategy.

15min interval service between Glasgow Central and Airport.
Stopping at Paisley Gilmour Street only.

Cardiff Airport
Cardiff Airport is located in Rhoose which has a rail link
connecting to Cardiff Central and Bridgend.
Trains run every hour from Monday to Saturday and every two
hours on Sundays.
A shuttle bus service from the train station to the Airport is
available for passengers.
The 905 service operates between Rhoose Rail Interchange,
Cardiff Airport and MOD St Athan daily. The service meets all
trains to Rhoose Cardiff International Airport train station.
The journey takes approximately 10 minutes and there is a
small charge of £1 per journey on the shuttle bus.
All bus pick up and drop off points are situated in front of the
terminal building.
In March 2013, Cardiff Airport was bought by the Welsh
Government. Since then the Airport has undergone a number
of changes and improvements.

Airport Information
Top 5 destinations

1.Amsterdam; 2.Alicante;
3.Dublin; 4.Palma del
Mallorca; 5.Malaga

Airport passengers 2014

Just over 1 million

Transfer passengers 2014

NA

Domestic/International pax 2014

NA

Business/Leisure pax 2014

NA

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2008

11% / 73%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014

NA

Rail mode share 2014

2%

905
Rail Station

Rhoose Cardiff International Airport
Station

Rail Operators

Arriva Trains Wales

Travel time from airport terminal to
rail station

10 min

Bus frequency

1 bus per hour

Bus fare

£1

A Blueprint for
Cardiff Airport
2013

Powering the
Welsh Economy
Report 2015

3% of passengers stated that the reason to not choose Cardiff
Airport was accessibility of the airport, another 3% stated cost
of parking/ travel to airport.

Vision - An international airport, linked to the Regional
transport infrastructure, supported by major carriers and
serving the major business destinations.

Direct Rail Link - Rail development suggestions from the Vale
of Glamorgan Council, for a new rail line have been touted and
were reinforced by Professor Stuart Cole, Emeritus Professor
of Transport at the University of South Wales. This was through
evidence to the Inquiry into ports and airports in 2012. He
stated that two or three trains an hour directly to the airport
would “provide a much better link into Cardiff Airport and
would be a potential attraction for inward flights by new
airlines”.

Metro Phase Two - £600m has been identified for Valley Lines,
but no decision yet on whether it will be tram or heavy rail.
Work on delivery of the next phase Metro system for South
East Wales could begin in 2017.

Tram Link - The plans for a Cardiff City Region Metro include
a tram line to Cardiff Airport, but any proposed date of
completion is estimated at 2025.

Liverpool John
Lennon Airport
Liverpool South Parkway opened in 2006 and is the closest
rail station to Liverpool John Lennon Airport (LJLA), located
approximately 5 km (3 miles) from the airport.
Regular buses operate between Liverpool South Parkway and
LJLA, including the 80A and the 86A.
The station is served by both Northern Line and City Line
Merseyrail train services. The City Line provides two trains each
hour via Warrington (30 mins journey time) to Manchester
(60 mins journey time) and one train each hour via Runcorn
to Birmingham (98 mins journey time). The Northern Line
provides an up to 15 minute frequency via Liverpool city
centre, Bootle and Formby to Southport.
Located approximately 7 miles from Liverpool John Lennon
Airport, rail services from Liverpool Lime Street connect the
city of Liverpool to the UK’s main rail network.
Regular buses operate from LJLA to Liverpool Lime Street,
including the Arriva Route 500.

Airport Information
Top 5 destinations

1.Belfast; 2.Dublin;
3.Barcelona;
4.Amsterdam; 5.Alicante

Airport passengers 2014

4 million

Transfer passengers 2014
Domestic/International pax 2012

16% / 84%

Business/Leisure pax 2012

10% / 90%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2010

17% / 79%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2005

7% / 87%

Rail mode share 2014

80A and 86A
Rail Station

Liverpool South Parkway Station

Rail Operators

Merseyrail, Northern Rail, First
TransPennine Express, London
Midland, East Midlands Trains

Travel time from airport terminal to
rail station

20 min

Bus frequency

7 busses per hour

Bus fare

Liverpool John
Short Term Surface
Access Overview and
Lennon Airport
Master Plan to 2030 Delivery Plan 2014
Halton Curve - A proposal for upgrading and replacing a section
of railway to connect the Chester/Manchester line with the
Crewe/Liverpool line.

Ticketing - Joint ticketing (inc smartcard) and integrated retail
offer (retail / vending points) etc. Including through point to
point/ origin to destination rail ticketing.

The scheme would reinstate (and resignal) a section of single
track railway between Frodsham and Runcorn allowing trains
to travel from Liverpool and John Lennon Airport to Chester
and onwards to North Wales in both directions.

Marketing - Optimising LJLA/Merseytravel resources –
specifically research, marketing and product development.
Establish local marketing partnerships locally to build visibility.

If the scheme was approved, work could begin during 2016/17,
with services expected to operate from early 2018.
Mode Share - 2030 forecast throughput of 12.3mppa at JLA
targets passenger public transport use at 24% and maximum
employee single car drivers at 40%.

Information - Developing customer experience/
recommendations – transport information, signage etc.
Provision of extended journey information on the Merseyrail
rolling stock.
Market - Build /consolidate local market base for outbound
visitors.
Rail - Expanding rail access to North Wales and other areas (via
Halton Curve etc.)
Staff - Integrated staff travel plans

Belfast International East Midlands
Airport
Airport
Bus connections from the city centre are provided at Europa
Bus Station and Laganside Buscentre. There are also good road
connections and public transport options linking the Airport to
other major towns throughout the region. There is presently
no rail link at the Airport, although a rail line runs along the
western boundary of the Airport site.
Rail Link - A future passenger rail connection to the Airport is
forseen in the Airport’s Masterplan 05/30 for the period 20162030.
In 2014 the Stormont Regional Development Minister Danny
Kennedy has proposed to re-open Antrim to Knockmore/
Lisburn line and possible feasibility study to establish a rail
link to Belfast International Airport if passenger numbers
grow towards 10 million by 2030 as predicted by the airport
operator.

Airport Information

East Midlands Parkway is the closed railway stations. It opened
in 2009 and is located some 4 miles (6.4 km) away. The station
is served by a Parkway Railink - a scheduled 6-seater operating
every day from 6am to 7pm hourly. The one way fare is £6.
TramTrain - In June 2015 TramForward, campaigning for The
Light Rail Transit Association (LRTA), issued a call to connect the
airport by TramTrains.
These would run into the airport on a dedicated track, and
could connect to the Midland Mainline both north and south.
In the northerly direction, TramTrains could run to Toton, the
site of the future HS2 East Midlands station.

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.London-Gatwick;
2.Liverpool; 3.LondonStansted; 4.Glasgow;
5.London-Luton

Top 5 destinations

1.Alicante; 2.Palma de
Mallorca; 3.Malaga;
4.Tenerife South; 5.Faro

Airport passengers 2014

4 million

Airport passengers 2014

4.5 million

Transfer passengers 2014

NA

Transfer passengers 2013

1%

Domestic/International pax 2014

NA

Domestic/International pax 2013

88% / 12%

Business/Leisure pax 2014

30% / 70%

Business/Leisure pax 2013

8% / 92%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

NA

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

NA

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014

NA

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014

NA

Durham Tees Valley
Airport

Leeds Bradford
International Airport

The Airport site is located in close proximity to the Strategic
Rail Network. Darlington Railway Station is on the East Coast
Main Line and provides high speed connections with locations
including Newcastle, Edinburgh, Leeds, Manchester, York
and London. The journey time to London from Darlington is
approximately 2hours 30 minutes.

The closest rail stations to LBIA are Horsforth (4km south
east on the Harrogate Line) and Guiseley (5km west on the
Wharfedale Line).

Dinsdale Station is connected to the Master Plan area by the
number 12 bus service. The journey to/from Darlington via
bus/rail currently takes between 20 minutes and 40 minutes
depending on inter-connection time.
Short Term - To improve coordination of bus service
connections with the Dinsdale Station rail service timetable.
Long Term - To provide a new railway station within the Master
Plan area, replacing the existing Teesside Airport halt. The
new station would enable the journey between the Airport
and Thornaby to be completed in 10 minutes. The rail journey
between DTVA and Darlington Station would become direct
and would also take only around 10 minutes.
Airport Information

Flying Tiger bus services link the airport with the major rail
hubs of Leeds & Bradford train stations plus Harrogate bus
station, including through tickets.
Expansion - Leeds City Council has given its backing to release
a 36.2 hectares of greenbelt land in and near to the airport. It
would be used to increase the passenger terminal building and
develop an airport village, including a hotel, restaurant and
shops. The plans also include a new link road, public transport
improvements and a longer term ambition for a rail connection.
Rail Link - Leeds Bradford International Airport Connectivity
Study (2014) has shortlisted for a further appraisal a potential
rail link between Leeds, Bradford and LBIA via Guiseley and
Horsforth.

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.Amsterdam;
2.Aberdeen; 3.Palma
de Mallorca; 4.Tenerife
Routh; 5.Jersey

Top 5 destinations

1.Amsterdam; 2.Palma
de Mallorca; 3.Malaga;
4.Alicante; 5.Dublin

Airport passengers 2014

142,379

Airport passengers 2014

3.3 million

Transfer passengers 2014

Transfer passengers 2014

Domestic/International pax 2014

Domestic/International pax 2010

Business/Leisure pax 2014

Business/Leisure pax 2010

18% / 82%

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2010

7% / 93%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014

Inverness Airport

Robin Hood Airport
Doncaster Sheffield

Inverness Train Station is about a twenty minute bus or taxi
ride away from the airport and offers onward links to many
destinations within the Highlands and the rest of Scotland
including Aberdeen, Glasgow and Edinburgh.

Doncaster train station, located on the East Coast Line, is seven
miles away from the airport. A dedicated Air Link 91 bus service
runs between the station and the airport approximately every
half hour from early until late and takes 25 minutes.

Airport Station - In 2014 a £170m investment package was
confirmed by then First Minister Alex Salmond for the Inverness
to Aberdeen railway, inlcuding investment in the infrastructure
to allow for new stations at Dalcross (near the airport) and
Kintore.

Airport Station - In 2014 members of the Sheffield Chamber of
Commerce’s Transport Forum proposed a new railway station
to be built at the Robin Hood Airport, with links to Doncaster
Central railway station and Sheffield station. The outlined
potential scheme could be part of an open consultation
around the future of Northern and TransPennine Express rail
franchises, which are due for renewal in February 2016.

The station will serve Inverness Airport Business Park, the
proposed development at Tornagrain and the airport itself.
A potential shuttle bus service would operate between the
railway station and the airport. Plans for the Station are being
progressed by regional transport partnership HITRANS and it is
hoped that the new Station will be operational in 2017.

Airport Information

Airport Information

Top 5 destinations

1.London-Gatwick;
2.London-Luton;
3.Bristol; 4.Manchester;
5.Birmingham

Top 5 destinations

1.Gdansk; 2.Palma De
Mallorca; 3.Katowice;
4.Tenerife South;
5.Poznan
724,885

Airport passengers 2014

628,526

Airport passengers 2014

Transfer passengers 2013

3.5%

Transfer passengers 2013

Domestic/International pax 2014

89% / 11%

Domestic/International pax 2013

Business/Leisure pax 2014

33% / 67%

Business/Leisure pax 2013

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2007

Passenger Public/Private transport share 2014

7% / 93%

Staff Public/Private transport share 2005

Staff Public/Private transport share 2014

5% / 90%
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